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"Public Defender Julianne Holt will help Hillsborough schools cut down on student 

suspensions and arrests." 
(from the Tampa Bay Times, 07/21/2015) 

 
Julianne Holt has joined the movement to keep children in school and out of jail.  Ms. Holt has 
volunteered YOU to meet with students, train educators and arrange for advocates when a 
child is questioned in a case that could turn criminal.  "The principal or the assistant principal is 
clearly conflicted," said Julie.  "The long-term ramification if you are involved in the questioning 
or arrest of a child...affects the bond of the relationship between the school system and the 
child for the future."  Ms. Holt's appearance at the School Board Workshop on Student 
Discipline capped more than two years of meetings leading up to a vote on district-wide 
changes in school discipline.  If the plan is approved, suspensions will be shorter, offenses will 
be reclassified, and there will be an overall effort to help students resolve their problems 
instead of turning them out of school.   
  
Ms. Holt's plan is to send members of our staff into schools at the beginning of the year (and 
perhaps mid-year, as well) to educate children about the criminal justice system-and how to 
avoid it.  She would like to train school staff in how best to interview children who, in many 
cases, have learning disabilities or low literacy levels.  And, while she agreed that, ideally, a 
child should have a parent or guardian during questioning, when one is not available, she 
might be able to arrange for legal representation at school, much like a guardian ad litem.  
"We're talking about being available, really, on a 24-hour basis if that's what the school system 
desires," she said.   
  
This program has not even started yet and already we have over a dozen staff members 
signed up to participate. 



   
 

 

   

APD Rocky Brancato at Mock Trial 
 

Tampa Teen Gun Violence Spurs Mock Trial 
 

Alarmed at the number of gun cases in juvenile court, Hillsborough Circuit Judge Ralph 
Stoddard, Public Defender Julianne Holt,and other local officers of the court decided it was 
time to act.  "I've been up here six years, and it was pretty rare to see kids with guns," 
Stoddard said. "Now we're seeing them every week, sometimes every day."  So, he created 
an ad hoc youth gun-violence study group. The group was open to just about anybody who 
was concerned about the problem and includes lawyers, prosecutors, judges and police 
officers.  "You can't just wring your hands and say too bad," he said. "You have to do 
something." 
  
So, in an effort to provide real-world experience with the consequences of gun violence, they 
helped put a group of teenagers through a mock trial.  "Part of the objective of the mock trial is 
for kids to see that gun violence has serious consequences," said Kathleen Heide, a professor 
of criminology at the University of South Florida. "A lot of kids see violence on TV or they play 
video games and it's all very abstract. What we're trying to bring home to them is that gun 
violence can have serious consequences for victims and people who are closely connected to 
the victims like families and friends." 
  
The idea for the mock trial grew out of concerns about a spike in the number of shooting 
deaths in Tampa and the prevalence of guns among young black males.  The mock court idea 
was embraced by the state attorney and public defender offices.  Lawyers from the office of 
Public Defender Julianne Holt volunteered to work with teens selected to perform as them in 
the mock court.  The Friday night session took place in a real courtroom. Teens--almost all 
African-Americans--were assigned roles as judge, lawyers and jurors, trying a case that could 
have been pulled from real life - an athlete is shot and no longer can play football.  They 
started with a test on their attitudes toward guns and crime. Allowed to answer anonymously, 
about 20 percent said they might carry a gun through their neighborhoods, and the same 
number wouldn't turn in a friend involved in gun violence. 



  
The mock trial also provided an opportunity for other groups working on the problem, such as 
Safe & Sound, run by co-founder and County Commissioner Kevin Beckner, to research teens' 
perceptions and knowledge of the criminal justice system before they participated and after.  
USF's Heide had the participants fill out questionnaires before and after the make-believe trial. 
Questions included whether participants in a gun crime where someone is seriously injured 
would be eligible for probation. The answer is no. 
  
"I think it's important for people to be educated about what the criminal justice system is like, 
the difference between the adult system and juvenile systems and how the courts work," Holt 
said. "I think that, depending on how you educate people, you may be able to change behavior 
and perhaps culture through this process."   

 

Vivian Challen, Chief Information Officer and Financial Director,  received the "Holly 
Marie Stutz Outstanding Administrative Service Award from the Florida Public Defender's 

Association (FPDA). 

  
This award is presented "in honor and appreciation of exceptional and brave effort, in 

recognition of the inspiration Holly (Stutz) provided for all and her dedication and fighting spirit 
on behalf of Public Defenders around the State of Florida."Vivian was nominated by Ms. Holt 

and received her award at the annual FPDA summer conference. 
  

CONGRATULATIONS, VIVIAN!!!! 
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The Law Office of Julianne M. Holt, Public 
Defender, is committed to efficiently providing 
our clients with effective legal representation and 
treating our clients, our employees, and our 
community with dignity and respect. 
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